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This week we are, once again, broken hearted by senseless 
extrajudicial killings. We are grateful to our Institute 
Leadership Team for their statement, click here, and call 
to “stand in solidarity.” We hear the plaintive lament of 
brothers and sisters: What will it take?!

We believe transformation is needed—deep, soul 
transformation. We know we must, individually and 
collectively, open ourselves to the transformation that will 
eradicate and heal the wounds of systemic racism.

In this spirit, we offer you a simple reflective process 
to open the eyes and ears of our hearts. Through prayer, we 
open ourselves to God’s transformation of ourselves and our besieged society. 

We invite you to engage in a nine-minute Visio Divina*, looking deeply into the 
faces of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery and Breonna Taylor.

Begin with the intention of personal and communal transformation. 

Take two minutes of quiet to gaze at these faces. 
What three words describe your feelings?

Take two more minutes, gazing into these faces.
What message do you hear?

Finally, take three minutes of quiet, gazing into these faces.
What is the prayer of your heart? 

“We pray unceasingly, and we stand.”

Seeing with the eyes of our hearts

*Visio Divina is a form of “divine seeing” in which we prayerfully invite God to speak to 
our hearts as we look at an image. 

Breonna Taylor

George Floyd

Ahmaud Arbery

http://www.mercysc.org
https://www.facebook.com/MercySisters
https://twitter.com/sistersofmercy
https://www.instagram.com/mercysisters/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/extrajudicial


Sister Mary Natalie Haas died peacefully 
early Saturday, May 23, 2020, at St. Bernar-

dine Home in Fremont, Ohio. A Sister of 
Mercy for 75 years, she was 91. 

 Sister Natalie began her 37-year teach-
ing career at Ascension School in Cleveland, 
Ohio, where she taught children in primary 
and intermediate grades for 18 years during 
the 1950s, ’70s and early ’80s. In the Toledo 
(Ohio) Diocese, she taught at St. Vincent de 
Paul School (Toledo) and St. Mary Schools 
(Mansfield and Vermilion). She also taught for 
10 years in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Her life took a major turn in 1986, when 
she began a new ministry of pastoral care at 
St. Rita’s Medical Center in Lima, Ohio. Her 
gentle ways and quick wit endeared her to 
patients and staff. 

During her 16 years at St. Rita’s, she began 
to build on her artistic skills and set up an 
art studio. In 2001 Sister Natalie retired to St. 
Bernardine Home and pursued her painting in 
earnest, receiving an Honorable Merit Award 
in 2002 and First Place Award in 2004 from 
Terra Community College for her watercolors. 

Click on her name to read an extended 
obituary for Sister Natalie Haas, included 
with today’s attachments. 

Sister Mary Alma Pangelinan, 89, a Sister of 
Mercy for 71 years, died Sunday, May 24,  

2020, at Sacred Heart Convent in Belmont,  
North Carolina. 

Sister Alma was born and educated in 
Agana, Guam. During World War II and the 
occupation of Guam by the Japanese, she 
and her family struggled to survive, hiding 
in caves and in the mountains to avoid 
capture and forced labor. At the time she 
professed her vows as a Sister of Mercy, she 
chose the motto “To Jesus through Mary” in 
thanksgiving for saving her and her family 
during the war.

Sister Alma came to Belmont in 1963 and 
served her community in many ways. She 
was in charge of food service and cared for 
the chapel with love and devotion. She loved 
gardening, sewing and cooking, and everyone 
benefited from her favorite activities. A well-
known driver for the community, she took 
the sisters to doctors’ appointments and was 
known as the one person who knew every 
street in Charlotte, North Carolina.

Click on her name to read an extended 
obituary for Sister Alma Pangelinan, which 
is included with today’s attachments. 

Sister Mary Natalie Haas Sister Mary Alma Pangelinan

In Memoriam In Memoriam
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COVID-19 is infecting and killing people of color 
at vastly disproportionate rates. The relationship 
between the racist structures of U.S. society, the 
economic and health disparities created, and the 
increased vulnerability of communities of color 
to the virus is clear. When will white people of 
faith say to our leaders: This is unacceptable? 
Click on the blue word to read more: Sojourners

Mercy in the news
Holy Angels, a Mercy-founded ministry serving 
children and adults with delicate medical condi-
tions in Belmont, North Carolina, was featured 
in a recent issue of the Catholic News Herald. 

“Faith Over Fear” is the headline on the story 
describing how the “everyday heroes” on the 
staff comfort residents during the pandemic, 
when they must be separated from loved ones. 
“Protecting the most vulnerable people among 
us is at the core of Holy Angels’ mission,” the 
article notes. Click on the blue words to read 
more: Faith Over Fear

Sister Talk:  
Facebook Live event 
On Thursday, May 14, 2020, the Institute New 
Membership Team hosted its first “Sister Talk” 
on the Sisters of Mercy Facebook page. The 
half-hour video chat with Sister Kelly Williams 
and Sister Colleen O’Toole provided a way to 
engage with individuals discerning religious life 
during this time of social distancing. Audience 
members asked questions about the process 
of becoming a sister while Sisters Kelly and 
Colleen answered them in “real time.”

 You can view the video by clicking on the 
blue words: Sister Talk

 The New Membership Team plans to host 
more episodes of “Sister Talk” in the future.

Justice update
THE CROSS AND THE LYNCHING TREE
Is lynching at an end? Or rather, do these recent 
protests caused by ongoing pain and frustra-
tion illustrate a broader pattern in which black 
lives are treated without value by white people, 
including Christians, and the systems we have 
created and maintained? Do the deaths of 
George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor 
and many others illustrate a pattern in the last 
50 years of a different legalized way of lynching? 
An African-American man said that sheltering in 
place was relaxing because he did not have to 
endure the daily racist microaggressions from 
white people. The ingrained disease of racism, 
called our nation’s “original sin,” means that the 
lives of people of color are disvalued in the daily 
slights, disvalued so that a woman in Central 
Park knows that she can call the police on an 
African-American bird watcher and be supported, 
disvalued so that white men can chase down a 
black jogger and murder him with impunity. To 
read “Assumptions about White Privilege and 
What We can Do About It” click here. And listen 
to: “The Cross and the Lynching Tree, a Requiem 
for Ahmaud Arbery” by clicking here.  

INEQUALITY, RACISM PERMEATE  
OUR SYSTEMS
The current protests around the country also are 
fueled and exacerbated by the many systems 
of health care, law enforcement, housing, work 
and school opportunities that always have 
been unequal and unjust for African-Ameri-
cans. Many state capitols recently saw heavily 
armed, mostly white protestors opposing the 
continuing lockdowns. African-American armed 
protestors would have been arrested. Michael 
Norris, in the Washington Post, stated that 

“accepting the display of firearms at protests 
by some and not others means that we must 
also accept that some are rewarded with a kind 
of special citizenship that allows them to be 
seen as patriotic instead of threatening, and 
aggrieved instead of aggressive.” The unequal 
suffering of this pandemic has been verified. 

http://www.mercysc.org
https://sojo.net/articles/when-will-monstrous-become-unacceptable
https://issuu.com/catholicnewsherald/docs/2020cnh5-8_issue
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=257333618718943&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/assumptions-white-privilege-and-what-we-can-do-about-it
https://youtu.be/l6985UG0Z3k


Mercy Conference and Retreat Center in St. 
Louis, Missouri, recently rolled out a new proj-
ect: “The Catherine Connection.” Sandy Meyer, 
retreat and program coordinator, thought of 
this shortly after the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic and quickly organized it.  

In the spirit of Catherine McAuley, who 
connected people of need with those who had 
resources, the Catherine Connection serves as 
a collection site for donations of food, diapers 
and other necessities, for 11 community organi-
zations, including food pantries.  

“This effort started because of a prayer 
request I read through the Sisters of the Most 
Precious Blood from Sister Marie Orf, who 
works at St. Anthony Food Pantry,” Sandy 
says. “She asked for prayers for their efforts 
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Movies with 
    Mercy Meaning

• June 11 at 1 p.m.  • June 17 at 4 p.m. 
• June 16 at 11 a.m. • June 18 at 7 p.m.

The Mercy Justice Team invites you to Movies with Mercy 
Meaning, a new film and discussion series on topics related  

to our Critical Concerns. The film this month is Suppressed:  
The Fight to Vote.  

The screening and discussion will be offered four times via 
videoconferencing (all times Eastern):

After viewing the 38-minute film together, participants 
will break into small groups to discuss the theme and 

actions to take in response.

Register here for the time that works best for you.

Contact mpoulin@mercywmw.org with any questions.

Sandy Meyer (left), a staff member at Mercy Conference and 
Retreat Center, helps Charlin Hughes of the St. Louis Area 
Diaper Bank load donations into her car. 

The Catherine Connection

http://www.mercysc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVi6bH1mueXS272938u-trjUX7Y93_lwiTqGzc3wtOf7YDGA/viewform
mailto:mpoulin%40mercywmw.org?subject=
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Today’s attachments
•  Directory changes for Thursday, June 4, 2020
•  Extended obituaries for Sister Mary Natalie 

Haas and Sister Mary Alma Pangelinan
•  Institute Leadership Team statement, 
“Standing in Solidarity to end Racial 
Injustice”

What’s new?
How have you and/or your ministry adapted 
to the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic? 
Share your news and photos that demonstrate 
ways of being Mercy from a safe distance. Send 
them to Beth Thompson, writer/communica-
tions strategist, at bthompson@mercysc.org, by 
Friday, June 12, for publication in the next 
issue of CommunityeNews, which will come 
out Thursday, June 18, 2020. Stay well and 
stay in touch!

and those of all the food pantries in the area 
as they struggle to meet current need. Know-
ing that business at Mercy Conference and 
Retreat Center would not be returning to 
‘normal’ anytime soon, the idea of The Cather-
ine Connection was born. With so many people 
needing help and so many others wanting to 
help, I realized we could build that bridge 
and get much needed food, diapers and other 
supplies to our larger community.”

To learn more, click on the blue words:  
Catherine Connection 

Video celebrates grads
The Institute celebrates the 2020 graduates of 
Mercy high schools and colleges with a new 
video, “Mercy Graduation Blessing.” 

Click on the blue words below to watch: 

Class of 2020

More Mercy
You’ll find additional news and information 
from the Sisters of Mercy in these publications:

•  Mercy eNews, weekly online newsletter 
from Mercy International Association 

•  Investing in Mercy, monthly newsletter 
from Mercy Investment Services  

•  Mercy Now, biweekly newsletter from the 
Institute

•  MESA Flash, weekly e-newsletter 
published by Mercy Education System of 
the Americas

•  ¡Viva! Mercy, bimonthly magazine pub-
lished by the Institute

http://www.mercysc.org
mailto:bthompson%40mercysc.org?subject=Community%20eNews
https://www.mercycenterstl.org/the-catherine-connection
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kDA_GzC5Ok&feature=youtu.be
https://www.mercyworld.org/newsroom/enews
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Investing-in-Mercy-May-2020.html?soid=1103061352994&aid=px1erJKcoQM
https://www.sistersofmercy.org/resources/mercy-now
http://mercyedu.org/publications
https://www.sistersofmercy.org/resources/viva-mercy


 

South Central Directory Updates 
June 4, 2020 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME SECTION CATEGORY INFORMATION 
 

Incrivaglia 
 

Sr. Victoria Mary 
 

Sister 
 
Residence 

 
Sisters of Mercy 
9523 Forman View Dr. 
St. Louis, MO 63123-6553 
 

 
Pitts 

 
Tanya 

 
Associate 

 
Email 

 
niccpit1227@gmail.com 
 

 
Email updates to: ms2support@sistersofmercy.samanage.com 



Sister Mary Natalie Haas
Religious Sister of Mercy

October 18, 1928 – May 23, 2020

Catherine McAuley

Will we all meet in heaven?  
         Oh what joy even to think of it.

Sister Mary Natalie Haas was a native of Perrysburg, Ohio. A Sister of Mercy for 
75 years, she earned a Bachelor of Science degree in education from St John 

College in Cleveland, Ohio, and a master’s in education from Xavier University in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Sister Natalie ministered mostly in elementary education. She began her 37-year 
teaching career at Ascension School in Cleveland, where she taught children in 
primary and intermediate grades for 18 years during the 1950s, ’70s, and early ’80s. 
In the Toledo Diocese, she taught at St. Vincent de Paul School (Toledo) and St. Mary 
Schools (Mansfield and Vermilion). She also taught for 10 years in Cincinnati.

Her special love for children was the key to her success, and she also enjoyed 
the love of her students. That love stayed with her long after her retirement from 
teaching as she shared many stories from those days with other retired sisters.



Sister Natalie’s life took a major turn in 1986, when she began a new ministry of 
pastoral care at St. Rita’s Medical Center in Lima, Ohio. Her gentle ways and quick 
wit endeared her to patients and staff alike. 

During her 16 years at St. Rita’s, she began to build on her innate artistic 
skills when she set up an art studio for her painting. In 2001 she retired to St. 
Bernardine Home in Fremont, Ohio, and pursued her painting in earnest, receiving 
an Honorable Merit Award in 2002 and First Place Award in 2004 from Terra 
Community College for her watercolor paintings. Her subjects were various scenes 
from nature and Ohio’s rural farmlands, barns and farmhouses, many within snow 
scenes. Many of her paintings decorate the hallways at St. Bernardine’s.

In addition, and possibly most important, Sister Natalie was an avid and loyal fan 
of the Cleveland Indians—never missing a game!

Sister Natalie was preceded in death by her parents, Raymond and Irene Bellette 
Haas. Survivors include her sisters, Louise Miller of Jefferson, Ohio, and Joanne 
Gale of Lady Lake, Florida.

Funeral Mass:  May 29, 2020 (private)

Interment:  Our Lady of the Pines cemetery in Fremont, Ohio



Sister Mary Alma Pangelinan
Religious Sister of Mercy

July 15, 1930 – May 24, 2020

Catherine McAuley

Will we all meet in heaven?  
         Oh what joy even to think of it.

Sister Mary Alma Pangelinan was born and educated in Agana, Guam, the 
youngest of eight children of Francisco and Natividad Pangelinan. Her parents 

and six of her siblings are deceased.
During World War II and the occupation of Guam by the Japanese, Sister 

Alma’s early years were a struggle with her family for survival in the caves and the 
mountains on Guam to avoid capture and forced labor by the Japanese. At the time 
she professed her vows as a Sister of Mercy, she chose the motto “To Jesus through 
Mary” in thanksgiving for saving her and her family during the war.

Sister Alma came to Belmont, North Carolina, in 1963 and served her 
community in many ways. She was in charge of food service and cared for the 
chapel with love and devotion. She loved gardening, sewing and cooking, and 
everyone benefited from her favorite activities. A well-known driver for the 



community, she took the sisters to doctors’ appointments and was known as the 
one person who knew every street in nearby Charlotte, North Carolina.

Sister Alma’s commitment to her family, her community, her church and to God’s 
people was profound throughout her life.

She is survived by her sister Serafina Fejeran, nieces and nephews and relatives 
on Guam.

Funeral Mass:  May 28, 2020, Private graveside service

Interment:  Belmont Abbey Cemetery, Belmont, North Carolina



Mercy Responds to the Killings of George 
Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery & Breonna Taylor

“The ultimate measure of a [person] is not where  
[they] stand in moments of comfort and convenience, but where  

he stands at times of challenge and controversy.” 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

The Institute Leadership Team of the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, 
join with the many who grieve the recent killings of:

George Floyd, 46
Minneapolis, Minnesota

 
Ahmaud Arbery, 25
Brunswick, Georgia

 
Breonna Taylor, 26
Louisville, Kentucky

 
We pray for comfort for each of these families as they face the painful 
loss of their loved ones. We pray for the African American Community, 
repeatedly impacted by the trauma these killings produce, that the 
supportive care is accessible and available. We pray for this Nation’s 
deep racial divide and that true healing will occur. 
 
We pray unceasingly, and we stand.
 
We stand in solidarity with the many calling for justice and an end to 
the extrajudicial killings of African Americans.




