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HIGHLIGHTS CALENDAR

In memoriam
Sister Maria Guadalupe Herrera

Standing for peace, justice
Sisters and co-workers join 
demonstrations in Missouri, Jamaica

Pride with Mercy
Monthlong blog series explores  
how to extend a hand of welcome  
to LGBTQ+ community

June 19
Juneteenth, marking the end of 
slavery in the U.S.

June 20
Summer solstice

June 21
Father’s Day

Sisters of Mercy, South Central | 101 Mercy Drive | Belmont, NC 28012-2898 | 704.829.5260 | www.mercysc.org

Click on the icons below to follow 
the Sisters of Mercy on Facebook 
Twitter and Instagram.

During this most difficult time, we ask 
ourselves: How do we simultaneously 
hold our outrage at systemic injustice, our 
empathy for victims of violence, and our 
genuine respect for the human dignity of 
those who perpetuate such injustice? Thomas 
Kelly, a Quaker, offers us some wisdom.*

He writes that God’s loving presence, 
which surrounds and enfolds us, is constantly 
“breaking into time” and transforming life. 
This loving presence is the “root of concern 
for all creation and the true ground of all 
social endeavor.” 

This loving presence also creates in us a 
“tendering of the soul” toward everything in 
creation. In this “terrible tenderness,” we become  
one with God, and we bear in ourselves the sins and burdens, the ignorance and tragedy of our 
present time. We also suffer in the suffering of others, and we “die in their death.” 

Our Critical Concerns particularize the cosmic tenderness of God and invite us to act—to seek  
our own transformation and to actively assist in transforming our world. Grounded and rooted in  
the loving presence of God, our inner life and outward concerns are truly one.

Outward concerns test inner life

*  Thomas Kelly, A Testament of Devotion, New York: Harper and Brothers, 1941.

http://www.mercysc.org
https://www.facebook.com/MercySisters
https://twitter.com/sistersofmercy
https://www.instagram.com/mercysisters/


Sister Maria Guadalupe Herrera died 
Friday, June 5, 2020, at Mercy Health 

Center Convent in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. A Sister of Mercy for 58 years, 
she was 77 years old.

Sister Guadalupe ministered as a teacher 
in Arkansas, Mississippi, Missouri and 
Texas. Later, she ministered in pastoral 
care at Mercy Hospital in her hometown, 
Laredo, Texas, and at St. Edward Mercy 
Medical Center in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 
She provided a needed and compassionate 
service for Cuban Patient Affairs as a liaison 
between Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, and the 
pastoral ministry/nursing staff at St. Edward 
Mercy Medical Center in Fort Smith. 

In addition, she offered diocesan support 
to staff as director of religious education for 
the Texas dioceses of Amarillo, Beaumont, 
Brownsville, Corpus Christi and Laredo. 

Sister Guadalupe had lived at Mercy 
Convent in Oklahoma City since 2014.

Click on her name to read an extended 
obituary for Sister Guadalupe, which is 
included with today’s attachments.

Sister Maria Guadalupe Herrera

In Memoriam
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Justice update
DEFUND THE POLICE, OR  
REIMAGINE PUBLIC SAFETY?
The disproportionate violence of policing 
directed at African-Americans requires a 
necessary rethinking of how policing is done. 
As an example, fatal shootings of unarmed 
black men by police occur at five times the 
rate for the U.S. population and four times 
the rate for unarmed white men. Since police 
departments are based in counties, big cities 
and small towns, there is no single solution. 
But a close analysis of police activities is 
needed. Should police be handcuffing children 
in elementary schools? Would children be 
better served by trained social workers and 
counselors to handle troubled and disruptive 
children? Should police be dealing with 
homeless people? When they get housing 
instead of jail, taxpayer money is saved. Why 
is it so difficult to remove abusive and racist 
police? Why do police departments need 
military-grade equipment? Changing the way 
policing is done will mean reallocating funds. 
Transforming our policing and reimagining 
public safety will require much more dialogue, 
bridge-building, and sustained public pressure.

Read: “A Change Is Gonna Come”: 
Reimagining Public Safety and Defund police

CHECK YOUR ASSUMPTIONS 
Have you heard or made such statements as 

“Violence is so much worse than it used to be” 
or “We aren’t as safe as we used to be”?

Or have you heard statements such 
as “Whites, Christians or men face more 
discrimination than groups like minorities, 
Muslims or women” or “Undocumented 
immigrants use social services and don’t 
pay taxes”? None of the above statements 
is true. In an election year, checking your 
assumptions and finding out the facts behind 
political ads become more important. Political 
ads are not required to be factual. Consult the 
Mercy Justice Team, rtresp@mercysc.org, for 
assistance on specific issues. 

http://www.mercysc.org
https://sojo.net/articles/change-gonna-come-reimagining-public-safety
https://sojo.net/articles/change-gonna-come-reimagining-public-safety
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/how-we-rise/2020/06/11/to-add-value-to-black-communities-we-must-defund-the-police-and-prison-systems
mailto:rtresp%40mercysc.org?subject=
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“As all my activities were canceled, I began 
to realize that my wish had finally come true: I 
have been saying for a long time that I wished for 
more time to deep-clean the house, straighten 
closets and declutter. So that is what I did.”

In addition, she has been scouring the stores 
for scarce items and delivering them to house-
bound, vulnerable friends who can’t imagine 
the empty shelves. Read about Sister Patricia’s 
experiences in the reflection included with 
today’s attachments.

Pride with Mercy  
blog series

The Chapter 2017 Declaration challenged the 
Sisters of Mercy to “become better educated 
and to participate in engaged dialogue on issues 
of gender identity and sexual orientation.” 

In living out this call, members of the Mercy 
community are invited to read the month-
long blog series “Pride with Mercy,” which 
discusses how Mercy calls each of us to extend 
a hand of welcome to the LGBTQ+ community. 
(Click on the blue words above.) 

This blog series was initiated in June 2019. 
Written by members of the Sexual Orienta-
tion and Gender Identity (SOGI) work group, 
the reflections offer a great way to begin the 
conversation and education around issues 
faced by people who identify as LGBTQ+. The 
2020 series began Thursday, June 4, and contin-
ues through the end of June (Pride Month). 

Here are some links to information about the 
issues above: 

Crime   
Discrimination   
Taxes 
Public Benefits 

Celebrating Juneteenth
Juneteenth marks the day—June 19, 1865—
when federal troops arrived in Galveston, Texas, 
to take control of the state and ensure that all 
enslaved people were set free. 

Sister Katie Mindling, interpreter and trans-
lator for MESA (Mercy Education System of 
the Americas), has created a prayer service for 
Juneteenth. (Click on the blue word.)

Here are some additional resources:
• “ What is Juneteenth?” History 
• “ Juneteenth Independence holiday: Here’s 

what you need to know” Guardian 
• “ Why celebrating Juneteenth is more 

important now than ever” Vox 

Shopping in a pandemic

“Ever since the pandemic hit, many activities 
previously taken for granted have been curtailed, 
but some wishes have come true,” Sister Patricia 
Pepitone writes.

http://www.mercysc.org
https://www.sistersofmercy.org/blog/tag/lgbtq
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/10/17/facts-about-crime-in-the-u-s
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-truth-about-anti-white-discrimination
https://www.thoughtco.com/illegal-immigrants-and-tax-estimates-3321604
https://immigrationforum.org/article/fact-sheet-immigrants-and-public-benefits
https://mercyedu.org/juneteenth-2020-prayer-service
https://www.history.com/news/what-is-juneteenth
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jun/16/juneteenth-independence-holiday-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.vox.com/identities/2018/6/19/17476482/juneteenth-holiday-emancipation-african-american-celebration-history


Today’s attachments
•  Directory changes for Thursday, June 18, 

2020
•  Extended obituary for Sister Maria 

Guadalupe Herrera
•  “Shopping in a Pandemic” by Sister Patricia 

Pepitone

Summer schedule 
CommunityeNews is taking a break for the 
month of July. Our next issue will be published 
Thursday, August 6, 2020. Please send your 
news and photos (action, please!) for that 
issue to Beth Thompson, writer/communica-
tions strategist, at bthompson@mercysc.org, by 
Friday, July 31. Thank you! 

More Mercy
You’ll find additional news and information 
from the Sisters of Mercy in these publications:

•  Mercy eNews, weekly online newsletter 
from Mercy International Association 

•  Investing in Mercy, monthly newsletter 
from Mercy Investment Services  

•  Mercy Now, biweekly newsletter from the 
Institute

•  MESA Flash, weekly e-newsletter 
published by Mercy Education System of 
the Americas

•  ¡Viva! Mercy, bimonthly magazine pub-
lished by the Institute
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Celebrating half a century

Sisters and staff at St. Bernardine Home in Fremont, Ohio, 
celebrated its 50th anniversary on Monday, June 8, 2020, 
with a socially distanced meal outside. As a special treat, 
Sister Madelyn Marie Gordon (97) got to drive her golf cart 
around the grounds of the retirement convent.

mailto:bthompson%40mercysc.org?subject=Community%20eNews
https://www.mercyworld.org/newsroom/enews
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Investing-in-Mercy-May-2020.html?soid=1103061352994&aid=px1erJKcoQM
https://www.sistersofmercy.org/resources/mercy-now
http://mercyedu.org/publications
https://www.sistersofmercy.org/resources/viva-mercy
http://www.mercysc.org
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(Above) This billboard sponsored by Catholic sisters, including Sisters of Mercy, was installed  
Monday, June 15, 2020, at I-44 and the Poplar Street Bridge overpass in St. Louis, Missouri.

(Right) Sister Maria Teresa Muhuhu (far right) joins  
an anti-racism protest in Jamaica.

(Below) In Kirkwood, Missouri, sisters walked for peace, 
wearing masks and maintaining social distance from the 
crowds, which included Kirkwood’s mayor. People living 
along the route had homemade yard signs supporting 
Black Lives Matter and handed out cold bottled water. At 
left, in foreground, are Sisters Patti Baca (left) and Anne 
Henehan. At right (from left): Sisters Christine Blair, Agnes 
Brueggen, Anne Henehan, Patti Baca, Marilyn Gottemo-
eller, Judy Carron, Barbara Grant and Claudia Ward.

Protesters seek peace, racial justice



 

South Central Directory Updates 
June 18, 2020 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME SECTION CATEGORY INFORMATION 
 

Hayes 
 

Sr. Jan 
 

Sister 
 
Cell Phone 
 
Residence 

 
314.750.1951 
 
Sisters of Mercy 
5939 Nagel Ave Apt 101 
St. Louis, MO 63109-3835 
 

 
Knipfer 

 
Sr. Monica Marie 

 
Sister 

 
Residence 

 
Sisters of Mercy 
459 Nashoba Ave 
Columbus, OH 43223-1612 
 

 
Email updates to: ms2support@sistersofmercy.samanage.com 



Sister Maria Guadalupe Herrera
Religious Sister of Mercy

December 22, 1943 – June 5, 2020

Catherine McAuley

Will we all meet in heaven? 
         Oh what joy even to think of it.

Maria Guadalupe Herrera was born to Cecilio and Maria Rebeca Herrera in 
Laredo, Texas. Her siblings included her three brothers: Brother Joseph 

Eugene, Brother Cecilio Jose and Alberto Jose; two sisters, Maria Rebeca and 
Maria de Los Angeles (Angie). 

Sister Guadalupe attended elementary school and high school at Ursuline 
Academy in Laredo. A studious and capable student, she went on to receive a 
B.A. at Webster University in St. Louis, Missouri; M.A.T. at St. Mary’s University 
in San Antonio, Texas; and M.B.A. at The Graduate Theological Foundation 
in Plymouth, Indiana. In addition, she obtained certifications from the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Hispanic pastoral ministry and from the 
Mexican American Catholic College in  San Antonio, Texas.



Sister Guadalupe entered the Sisters of Mercy in Frontenac, Missouri, on 
September 8, 1961, and made her profession of perpetual vows on August 16, 
1969. In 1966 she began her teaching career at Sacred Heart High School in Biloxi, 
Mississippi. She also taught at Mercy High School, St. Louis; Mount St. Mary 
Academy in Little Rock, Arkansas; and Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mission, Texas. 

Later, she ministered in pastoral care at Mercy Hospital in Laredo and St. 
Edward Mercy Medical Center in Fort Smith, Arkansas. She provided a needed 
and compassionate service for Cuban Patient Affairs as a liaison between Fort 
Chaffee, Arkansas, and the pastoral ministry/nursing staff at St. Edwards Mercy 
Medical Center in Fort Smith. Sister Guadalupe offered diocesan support to staff 
as director of religious education to the Texas dioceses of Amarillo, Beaumont, 
Brownsville, Corpus Christi, and Laredo. 

Following her retirement in 2014 at Mercy Convent in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, Sister Guadalupe was prayerful and faithfully inquired about the 
care of others. Throughout her life, she was humble and kind and worked 
tirelessly to help others. As her health declined, she continued to love and be 
loved by her family, community members and co-workers. 

Memorial Service:  June 8, 2020, at Mercy Health Center Convent in  
Oklahoma City

A Memorial Mass will be celebrated at a future date.

Interment:  Resurrection Memorial Cemetery, Oklahoma City



Shopping in a Pandemic 
By Sister Patricia Pepitone 

Ever since the pandemic hit, many 
activities previously taken for granted 
have been curtailed, but some wishes 
have come true. On March 13, when 
we were asked to stay home for two 
weeks, little did we know we’d still be 
in lockdown mode in June. 

So as all my activities were canceled, I 
began to realize that my wish had 
finally come true: I have been saying 
for a long time that I wished for more 
time to deep-clean the house, 
straighten closets and declutter. So 
that is what I did. I took my time 
because I also decided to have long 
mornings of prayer and a walk while it 
was cool. After this project was 

complete, I looked at other projects I realized that the housebound senior 
citizens in my area would run out of supplies, so I decided to visit those 
who were extremely vulnerable and get shopping lists.  

With mask, gloves and four lists in hand, I 
headed out. The ladies did not  understand 
that the stores had limits and shelves were 
empty—which is true even today as we 
complete week 13. Toilet paper, paper towels, 
paper plates, napkins, tissues, rubbing 
alcohol and peroxide, as well as chicken, 
beef, eggs and flour are among the many 
items have been scarce. In fact, I could not 
find toilet paper for six weeks, and when I did 
finally get some, it could only be one pack. I’m 
sure many other sisters have had the same 
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experiences. In the beginning I shopped every two weeks; in June, I am 
continuing the shopping as needed.  

In addition, I have been going 
to these seniors’ houses and 
assisting them with Zoom 
calls to their doctors, picking 
up prescriptions and if 
necessary, taking them to 
doctors’ appointments. To 
protect everyone, I shower 
before and after I see them 
and disinfect all their 
groceries before delivering 
them.  

Today, I have found the ladies 
feeling scared, frustrated and 
depressed, so I’m starting to 
visit them outside their homes 
to give them some human 
contact. My dog, Peanut, 
goes along and visits them for 
an hour every day and has 
been great therapy for them. 

In fact, they insist she visit daily.  

In between shopping and visiting, I Zoom to meetings and attending Mass 
all over the world. That has been fun. I do look forward to the day I can 
once again do a little tripping about safely.  

 




